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QONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS TO TEE THIRD WORLD

~_deiet deliveries of planes, tanks, ships and other

majbr weapons of war to the so-called "Third Worlg" over
the past decade nearly double those of the United States.
Some\7f 000 major weapons systems have been sent by the

Sov~ets to nations 1n Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and

Letin America, compared to some 44,000 by the United

Steztes, Government estimates reveal.
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A just released special report -- Conventional Arms

Transfers in the Third World, 1972-1981 --— provides for

the first time annual estimates of arms actually
transferred to -- or retransferred within -- Third World
. Lo .
rzegions from various sources.
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~ The report also shows that for the decade 1972-1981,
gll other ;uppliers of major weapons to the Third World
(that is, the Warsaw Pact allies of the Soviet Union, plus
the mejor Western European allies of the Urited S+ ates)
teken as a group exceeded ‘the-United States: some 61,000

planes, ships and tanks were transferred by these

countries, compared to the 44,000 by the U.S., a margin of

‘near iy ANS
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The data just released are broken down into three
major categories of conventiocnal armaments —-— ground force
weapons,air force weapens and naval vessels. Each of
these caéegories is in turn subdivided into three or more
subgrougs such as tanks and self-propelled guns,
supersénic combat aircraft, and missile patrol boats; in
these weapons, the Soviet Union has, illustratively,

Provided 41%, 56% and 64%, respectively, of the Third

World's supply over the past decade.
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Thus, in scme Qeapons categories, Soviet deliveries
have exceeded those of the United States for all or most
of the decade. 1In the othef Categories, the Soviets
surpassed U.S. deliveries by the mid-1970s. Today the
Soviets exceed U.S. levels in most weapons Cctegorles

considered in this Report. ‘\

Under Secretary of State for Security Ass;s;ance.
e .

Science and Technology James L. Buckley, released the

report.,fit makes clear that, contrary to the Popular

ki ) .

‘inage of the dizzyfng upward arms spiral, arms transfers
in fact fluctuated widely from year to Year and, viewegd

over a sufficiently long period of time, do not show a

distinct upward trend.
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What does move Upward sharply is the Current dollar

cost of arms transfers -- both because of inflation and

Such dollar values, ang showed a very different, but -~
the new rebort Proves -- ap incomplete and thus misleading

Picture’

The réport doe; Provide, for Comparison Purposes,
Current and‘constani‘dollar estimates of arms sales
@greements. In t#e @ggregate, these Place the U.g, ahead
©f the Soviet Union by a margin of Toughly 2 to 1 in

dollar value estimates.. The major Teason for this is
transfers during this decade Consists of Construction,
AJ

training, and 'various Other services, not weapons.‘,;n
4

this Iespect, the dollar value method of Calculation is
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